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Colorado Updates

• Arkansas River at Las Animas Camera

• Beaver Dam Issues

• Measurement frequency updates

This information is preliminary and is subject to revision. It is being provided to meet the 
need for timely best science. The information is provided on the condition that neither 
the U.S. Geological Survey nor the U.S. Government shall be held liable for any damages 
resulting from the authorized or unauthorized use of the information.

Kansas Updates

• Name change

• Arkansas River near Coolidge



Arkansas River at Las Animas Camera

• Camera installation delayed due to 

construction/government shutdown

• Installation to occur in January 2026

• 3 separate cameras to be installed

• Left bank angled towards 

center channel, center channel looking 

downstream, and right bank angled towards 

center channel



Beaver Issues

Purgatoire River near Las Animas

• Beavers moved into reach approximately October 8, 2025

• Beaver dams cause significant variable backwater 

conditions

• These conditions nullify the long-term stage-

discharge relation

• Discharge data generally requires estimation due to 

uncertainty of shift timing and shift amount

• Base flow gage height level has increased from 2-2.2 

ft range to approximately 3.3 ft range; over 1 ft of 

backwater



Purgatoire River near Las Animas



Apishapa River near Fowler

• Beavers affecting Apishapa since November 2024

• Backwater impacts have ranged from approximately 0.6-2.0 ft



Measurement Frequency

• Met with ARCA members from KS and CO in November to discuss measurement frequency and 

sites funded for extra measurements each year

• Reductions in measurements discussed for Arkansas River near Granada; funding for extra 

measurements at Arkansas River near Holly was removed with the 25CY JFA



Kansas USGS Name Change

Kansas Water Science Center   Central Plains Water Science Center

https://www.usgs.gov/centers/central-plains-water-science-center



07137500
Arkansas River nr. 
Coolidge, KS

• Construction ongoing to 
replace bridge

• Expected completion in the 
next 45 days, weather 
dependent



Questions?
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