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Pueblo Reservoir Joint Use Pool 
and Spill Priorities 

• Pueblo Reservoir was constructed to hold 
Fryingpan-Arkansas Project Water

• Excess Capacity Program
• LT Municipal Storage

• If-And-When (I&W) Storage

• Municipal and Ag

• Joint Use Pool
• Top of Active Conservation 4,893.8 ft (245,373 AF)

• Excess Capacity Water can be in Joint Use Pool between 
November 1 and April 15

• Must be below Top of Active Conservation on April 15



Pueblo Reservoir Joint Use Pool 
and Spill Priorities – cont’d 

• If Pueblo Reservoir is above Top of Active 
Conservation on April 15, excess capacity water 
must be released as per the Spill Priorities until the 
reservoir elevation is below that level

•Water is released pro-rata based on water stored in 
reservoir at the time, not on excess capacity space 
purchased



Spill Priorities Article 13 of the SECWCD/United States 
Contract

• Sub article 13.(a) Whenever water is evacuated from Pueblo, Twin Lakes, and 
Turquoise Reservoirs to meet the necessities of Project flood control, generation 
purposes, storage of trans-mountain Project water, or native Project water, and 
operational requirements; except as provided in Subarticle 13.(b) below, the 
water evacuated shall be charged in the following order:

1. Against water stored under contracts for if-and-when available storage space 
for entities which will use the water outside the District boundaries.

2. Against water stored under contract for if-and-when available storage space for 
entities which will use the water within the District boundaries.

3. Against any winter storage water in excess of 70,000 acre-feet.

4. Against water stored under contracts with municipal entities within the 
boundaries of the District, which water is neither Project water nor return flow 
from Project water and which is limited to 163,100 acre-feet, less any Project 
water purchased and stored by municipal users.  This evacuation will be charged 
pro rata against all water stored under such like contracts at the time of 
evacuation.

5. Against winter storage water not in excess of 70,000 acre-feet.



2023 Sedimentation Study

• SECWCD and 
Reclamation

• Technical work done by 
USBR’s Technical 
Services Center (TSC)

• Topographic Surveys
• GPS
• LiDAR

• Sediment Cores

• Area/Capacity/Elevatio
n Tables

• Pool Allocations



Sedimentation Loss
•Pueblo Reservoir began storage on January 9, 
1974

•Topographic Surveys done in 1974, 1993, 2012, 
and 2023

•Storage at top of Joint Use Pool
• 1974 – 489,628 AF
• 1993 – 481,444 AF
• 2012 – 469,878 AF
• 2023 – 464,164 AF

•Total loss of 25,464 AF
• 5.2% of total capacity of storage at top of Joint Use 

Pool



Reservoir Pool Allocations

2012 Survey 2023 Survey



Pool Comparisons

Pool 2012 Survey 2023 Survey Difference 

Dead Pool 1,895 AF 1,224 AF 671 AF

Inactive Pool
25,601 AF

(23,706 AF)
23,774 AF

(22,550 AF)
1,827 AF

Active Conservation Pool
245,373 AF

(219,772 AF)
241,021 AF

(217,247 AF)
4,352 AF

Joint Use Pool
311,384 AF*
(66,011 AF)

307,319 AF*
(66,298 AF)

4,065 AF

Flood Control Pool
338,374 AF*
(26,990 AF)

334,045 AF*
(26,726 AF)

4,329 AF

*Total volume of Joint Use Pool + Flood Control Pool remains 93,000 AF combined



WY 2026 Outlook

•Currently Pueblo reservoir is at 112% of average
• 91% of storage at this time last year

•At this time an account spill from Pueblo Reservoir 
is possible, but not likely

•Plan to switch to new area/capacity/elevation tables 
and allocation pool volumes at start of WY 2027
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