
MINUTES OF 
ARKAi'JSAS IUV.t:J{ COtlIPACT ADMINISTRATION 

SPECIAL r.,1Et:TING 

April 2, 1953 

Garden City, Kansas 

Attendance 

For Colorado: 
Harry B. Mendenhall, Rocky Ford; Chairman of Colorado 

Representatives 
Ivan C. Crawford, Denyer; Director Colorado Y~ater 

Conservation Board 
Harry C. Hevius, Lamar; Administration Secreta.ry and 

TreasuC'er 

For Kansas: 
V'im. E. Leavitt, Garden City; Administration Vice Chairman 
Roland H. Tate, Garden City. 

Absent: 
Brig. Gen. Hans Kramer, San Francisco, Calif.; 

Representative of the United States and 
Chairman of the Administration 

R. V. Smrha, Topeka,; Chairman of Kansas Representatives 

Others Attending: 
Guy M. Vincent, Garden City, Kansas State Division of 

Water Resources 
John Latta, Garden City; Garden City Company 
Frank Kasper, Rocky Ford. 

A special meetin~ of the Arkansas River Company 
Administration VlaS called to order at 11:20 a tclock A.~:1. 
on Thursday, April 2, 1953 , in the office of the Garden City 
Company in Garden City, Kansas, by Vice Chairman 'vim. E. Leavitt. 

The special meetin:: resulted, after the demands for 
water became knov'!1 both in Colorado and Kansas, and an emergency 
call issued by tele:::ram and telephoYle by the Secretary, for the 
pur,!)ose of depletion of storaee in John Hartin 
Heservoir and F' . scessity of invoking the provisions of 
Article VF of the Arkal-lsas Iiiver Compact. 
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Vice Chairman Leavitt took charge of the meeting in the 
absence of Chairman Kramer and announced that the object of the 
meeting was the consideration of the short water supply and the 
time of Notification of the state Engineer of Colorado under 
Article VF. No other business to be considered. 

The Secretary noted for the record that he had received a 
telegram from Chairman Kramer stating he could not atter:d on 
account of the short notice and asking that a date be set at 
this meeting for the regular spring meeting which had been 
postponed. 

R. V. Srorha had been in telephone communication lllith the 
Kansas representatives but was unable to attend. 

Mr. Ivan C. Crawford was in attendance as a member of the 
Administration for the first time and was welcomed by :Ur. Leavett. 
Mr. Crawford stated that he would mail credentials showing his 
appointment by the Go-vernor as Director of the Colorado l~ater 
Conservation Board, and a member of the Administration o 

MrQ Mendenhall, Chairman of the Operations Com.mittee, 
reported that there was in storage at John Martin Resevoir 20,650 
acre feet at midnight April 1, and that the release had now ueen 
established at 1350 acre feet daily which would indic1-::..te an empty 
resevoir by April 16, 1953. It vms generally agreed that water 
in the resevoir would be depleted by that time unles:::: some 
unforeseen supply came from floods, vThich ',Yere very unlikely at 
this time of year. 

The Secretary prepared notification similar to that used 
during 1952 as £'o:::"lO':[s: 

FINDINGS AND NOTIFICATION 
April 2, 1953. 

V{HEREAS, Article VF of the Arkansas River 

Compact which became effective on May 31, 1949, 

provides as follCl\iil's: 


"In the event the Administration 
finds that within a period of fourteen (14) 
days the water in the conservation pool ,viII 
be or is liable to be exhausted, the Administra
tion shall.forthwith notify the state Engineer 
of Colorado, or his duly authorized representative, 
that commencing upon a day certain within said 
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fourteen (14) day period, unless a change of 
conditions justifies cancellation or modific::,t,ion 
of such notice, Colorado shall administer the 
decreed rights of water users in Colorado Nater 
District 67 as against each other and as against 
all rights now or hereafter decreed to water 
users diverting upstream from John Martin Dam on 
the basis of relative priorities in the same 
manner in wh:Lch their respective priority rights 
were ad..rninis~ered by Colorado before John Martin 
Reservoir began to operate and as though John Martin 
Dam had not, been constructed. Such priority ad
ministration by Colorado shall be continued until 
the Administration finds tnat water is again 
available in the conservation pool for release as 
provided in this Compact, and timely notice of 
such finding shall be given by the Administration 
to the State Englneer of Colorado or his duly 
authorized representative. Provided, that except 
as controlled by the operation of the preceding 
provisions of this paragraph and other applicable 
provisions of this Compact, when there is water 
in the conservation pool the water users upstream 
from John Martin Reservoir shall not be affected 
by the decrees to the ditches in Colorado Water 
District 67. Except when administration in 
Colorado is on a priority basis the water 
diversions in ColOl'ado ',iater District 67 shall be 
administered by Colorado in accordance with dis
tribution agreements made from time to time 
between the water users in such District and filed 
with the Administration and with the State Engineer 
of Colorado or, in the absence of such agreement, 
upon the basis of the respective priority decrees, 
as against each other, in said District. 1I 

NOVT THEREFOR.r~, acting pursuant to the above quoted 
prov~slon of t:,e 1,rlmnsas River Compact, and in the exercise of 
the powers set :"crth in Article VIII of such Compact, the 
Arkansas River Compact Administration finds; 

That" based upon the present quantity of ....:ater 
stored in, and anticipated release of I;ater from, and 
inflmv to, the John Martin Res:'rvoir, the conservation 
pool thereof, within aperiod of fourteen (14) days 
from this 2nd day of April 1953, will be, oris liable 
to be, exhausted. 
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NOTIFICATION: In further compliance with the 
above quoted :Jrovision of the . Arkansas River Compact, the 
Arkansas River Compact Administration hereby notifies t,he 
State En;::ineer of Colorado as follows: 

That, cornmencin;: on the 13th day of April, 1953, 
unless a chBnee of conditions justifies cancellation or 
modificati·')n of this n·')tice, he is required, under the terms 
of the Com~Jacl':'J to :~dminister the decreed rights of the 
water users :;'1, C('lClrc.do in the manner and fOt' a '~eriod of 
time determinec'. in ~ccordance with the provir:;ioDs set forth 
in the above quot0d Article VF of the Compact. 

The above findings have been made, and 
notification thereof r:;;iven, at a special meeting of the 
Arkansas River Co~pact Administration held at Garden City, 
Kansas, on the 2nd day of April, 1953. 

lsi w. E. Leavitt 
Vice Chairman 

(SEAL) 
ATTEST: 

lsi Harry C. Nevius 
Secretary 

It was moved by I·Jr. Tate and seconded by h1:r. Mendenhall 
tha t text of the Findin;: and Notification, as revio'..:ed dis
cussed, be ado,?ted by the Arkansas River Compact Admi~:;/_~&.::'lon. 

Both Kansas and Colorado voted in the affirmative" 2.nd the 
motion 'yas declared unanimously carried. 

It was agreed that should additional water arrive in the 
reservoir or it r:ecessary to extend time of Notification 
for any reason,pl·'y;::.::~ur's similar to last year should be followed. 

Official deli7:c;r:r of Findings and Notification was to be 
made by the Secreta:.:':,~ to 1lf. C. Hinderlider, Colorado State 
Eneineer J by re;:,;istered mail and copies to t~le Division .ti:ngineer 
Forest Snyder, R. J. IvicGrath, hater Commissioner District 67 and 
to Reservoir I'ilanager Jolin Sharer. 

Mr. i\[endenhall reported that he had been in correspondence 
with Gail Ireland re~ardin~ meetin~ of the special Committee for 
consideration of revision of the rules ~ld regulations. 
~Ar. Ireland has been asked to make suscestions, and he expected 
to meet Fr. Ireland in Denver soon and ref!ort. 
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The date fo:;: the postponed regular meeting was discussed. 
Mr. Leavitt and Mr. Tate stated that it would be some time before 
either would be able to travel. It was pointed ::.;t~t that should 
the need arise the date for this meeting could be arranged by 
the Chai~an. Such meeting would probably be held in 
Garden City. 

Meeting adjourned 12:10 P.M. 


